
Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 for Wool Producers

Are you a wool producer whose 
operation has been directly 
impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic? USDA is implementing 
updates to the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program 
for producers of agricultural 
commodities marketed in 2020 
who faced market disruptions due 
to COVID-19. This is part of a 
larger initiative to improve USDA 
pandemic assistance to producers.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
is currently accepting new and 
modified CFAP 2 applications. 
USDA re-opened CFAP 2 signup 
beginning April 5, 2021. Signup 
will close on October 12, 2021.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced on March 24 the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

will begin providing additional 
financial assistance to farmers, 
ranchers, and producers impacted 
by COVID-19 market disruptions. 
Resources for these payments were 
approved by Congress in fiscal 
years 2020 and 2021.

The original application period for 
CFAP 2 was September 21 through 
December 11, 2020. USDA re-
opened CFAP 2 signup for all 
eligible producers beginning April 
5, 2021. All new or modified CFAP 
2 applications are due by October 
12, 2021. Learn more at farmers.
gov/cfap.

Wool Eligibility

Wool is eligible for CFAP 2.

CFAP 2 payments are available 
for eligible producers of wool, 
which is categorized as a sales 
commodity. Payment calculations 
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Letter  from the President - Brian Bitner, UWGA President

Hello fellow wool growers!  

While painting a corral the other day in Strawberry, with a paint sprayer. I noticed that every time I started spraying 
the rough-cut wood, the WIND seemed to change. I would just get going and things were going smoothly when the 
the WIND would change. The WIND would blow from another direction and all of the sudden the paint was blowing 
back at me. I started spraying again in the other direction and then the paint would blow back at me again. This 
happened throughout the project.  

It reminded me about the sheep industry, and our business here in Utah. It seems like the WIND just keeps changing, 
no matter how hard you try to get the job done, things suddenly change. There have been lots of changing WINDS/
problems appearing almost as much as the WIND changes directions. First, the COVID 19 and all of the fun 
restrictions, then H2A problems in getting herders, then we can’t sell our wool, then the lowest feeder lamb prices, 
lowest FAT lamb prices, family deaths, sickness and the biggest change of all, the DROUGHT.

The DROUGHT has blown everything around and around it seems- just like the WIND! This has caused each of us 
to shift around our feeding, lambing, water hauling, lower lambing rates and now higher prices for almost everything.  
These problems will make us stronger if we can react quickly.

WE definitely live in tumultuous times! We have to be able to react very quickly when things change. Thank 
goodness for the increase in demand for lamb last year, or we might not have much to talk about.

In spite of everything that has happened it looks like we will have the best lamb prices on record and it appears like 
next year has potential for good lamb prices. Go figure! We just need to keep going and adapting to the changing 
world and one of our next challenges is hay prices.  

My dad used to say, “when things get tough, just tie on another knot and hang on!”  We’ve had to tie lots of knots this 
past year and a half.

At the recent well attended convention in Brigham City, we asked members to fill out a little questionnaire with the 
TOP 5 issues that are most important to your operation and then they received a raffle ticket for the drawings.

It was interesting to read these comments and to compile the results from highest to lowest:

1. Predators                                 16%
2. Drought                                  14%
3. H2A                                         12 %
4. Lamb Prices (kind of surprising since they are highest ever right now) 7%
5. Wool prices                                6%
6. BLM feed and Management   6%
7. Feed Prices                                 6%
8. Shearing                                    4%
9. Govt regulations                        3%
10. Lamb processing plants           3%
THE OTHER 23%  INCLUDED: COVID, weeds, guard dogs, lamb marketing, Genetics, land development,  
tourists, seeding, fires, carbon credits, Forest Service, nutrition, production, foreign competition and records.   
We might have to try the survey again at our next meeting so we can continue to stay on the edge of what is  
most important.

3...CONTINUED on page 3
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- Brian Bitner, UWGA President Although this may not appear to be a very scientific study, I think that the biggest problems we face are right in 
there. Who knows how the WIND will change in the next year,

As a Wool Grower’s Presidency, we want to work hard to figure out the best way to handle the challenges on 
this list. We need your help and input to address the concerns of wool growers and anyone that is working in the 
industry, large or small.  We can solve these priorities together with the experience and abilities of our members.  

One last thing that I would add to the list is to involve young producers. They are here to help us grow and to 
become better each year.

Have a great time shipping lambs with your family and friends and we’ll see you in Park City for the Tri-state 
convention November 11-13.
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Let's Talk Guard Dogs...Again...
UCCE Looking to Document LGD Bonding Techniques

The process of bonding livestock guardian dogs with livestock is crucial to their success as adult dogs. However, little 
if any research-based information is available on bonding techniques.

University of California Cooperative Extension Human-Wildlife Interactions Advisor Carolyn Whitesell and UCCE 
Livestock and Natural Resources Advisor Dan Macon have developed a producer survey designed to document 
the types of bonding processes used by commercial livestock producers. The researchers hope to build greater 
understanding regarding the approaches that result in successful bonding – and those that do not.

Project cooperators will complete a short online or telephone survey when they start the bonding process with a new 
pup. Follow-up surveys will be conducted monthly until the bonding process is completed. Surveys should take 10 to 
15 minutes to complete. All responses will remain confidential.

If you’re starting a livestock guardian dog puppy in the next year and would be willing to participate in this project, 
contact Macon at dmacon@ucanr.edu or 530-889-7385.

Further, during the UWGA Board Meeting at Summer Convention at Brigham City, LGD's were a hot topic. The 
instances of dogs being taken from their flocks by bystanders—either well intentioned or malicious— are on the rise. 
It is incredibly important that you do your part to help with this situation. The UWGA Board wold like to strongly 
encourage all UWGA members to make sure you are identifying your dogs in some way— whether that be collars, 
collar tags, ear tags, tattoos, micochipping, etc. Having a way to identify a dog is the best way to get it home. And 
speaking of getting dogs home- as we are all shipping off the mountains this summer it is critical that you make sure 
you have an accurate count on your dogs so that none get left behind on the mountain accidentally. We know that 
LGD's are in a hazardous line of work. If you have one go missing in the weeks prior to shipping that you suspect 
has been mortally wounded in their efforts to protect the sheep be sure to go back to the mountain after you ship off 
and do one last look for the dog just like you would for stray sheep as an extra procaution. LGD's are critical team 
members and we want to make sure we are doing right by them. 

- San Diego, California - 

Where There’s a Will,
There’s a Wave.

JANUARY 19-22, 2022

American Sheep Industry Association

www.SheepUSA.org
ANNUAL CONVENTION

Vern Wilson, age 99, passed 
away from natural causes on 
July 5, 2021, at the Central Utah 
Veterans Home in Payson. Vern 
was looking forward to celebrating 
his 100th birthday, which he 
missed by 26 days. He supported 
his family and worked with 
them as he progressively built a 
sheep ranching operation through 
dedication, hard work, sound 
business decisions, rangeland 
stewardship, expansion, and a 
willingness to adapt with changes 
in the industry and economy. Vern 

took pride in enriching the land by "making two blades of grass grow 
where there used to be only one." He was President of the Wasatch 
County School Board, Utah Wool Growers Assn., Utah Wool 
Marketing Assn. and Midway Boosters Club. He was the Chairman 
of the Wasatch County Soil Conservation Service, BLM Grazing 
Advisory Board and served as a director of the National Wool 
Growers Assn., American Sheep Producers Council, Uinta Sheep 
Grazers Assn and numerous other committees and advisory boards. 
He was a died in the wool sheep man and he will be greatly missed.
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...Continues on page 21

Summer Convention Recap 
The UWGA gathered together at the beautiful Utah State University Campus in Brigham City, UT on August 2, 
2021 for professional development, networking, and of course, some delicious food. There were over 150 attendees 
who were pleased to take part in sessions about Wool Marketing, Superior Farm's new Flock 54 program and their 
brand new Sheep Improvement Center in Nephi, UT, leveraging GIP, Farm Flock Production, Predator Protective 
Associations, drought programs, Solar Pumps, Mint Farming, and more. We cannot thank our generous sponsors 
from IFA, Western Ag Credit, Ag Risk Advisors, Steve Regan, Utah Wool Marketing, and Superior Farms 
enough. We were delighted to see each and every one of you and for those of you who we missed—we cannot wait 
to see you next time!

Don't Delay! Contact FSA TODAY For Drought Assistance
The UWGA has been tirelessly lobbying local, state, and federal representatives and agencies for drought assistance So 
they have been very sympathetic to our plight and have been looking at options to help. Aside from CFAP money (see page 
1) there are two other programs you need to be aware of and ask your FSA agent about:

1: WATER HAULING: The ELAP Water Hauling program will pay anywhere from $0.03-$0.07 per gallon of water 
hauled for 150 days depending on if it was you, a hired hand, or a contractor hauling the water. This program can be paid 
retroactively. Further, there are changes to the program after 2019 which include filling earthen structures (such as a dirt 
tank/pond) is NOW eligible under ELAP for 2019 and subsequent years. For more information please visit: 
fsa.usda.gov/elap  or utahwoolgrowers.com/memberservices and scroll down to the button that says, "ELAP Water  
Hauling Program."

2) In response to the severe drought conditions in the West and Great Plains, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced today its plans to help cover the cost of transporting feed for livestock that rely on grazing. USDA is updating 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to immediately cover feed 
transportation costs for drought impacted ranchers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide more details and 
tools to help ranchers get ready to apply at their local USDA Service Center later this month at fsa.usda.gov/elap. 

“USDA is currently determining how our disaster assistance programs can best help alleviate the significant economic, 
physical and emotional strain agriculture producers are experiencing due to drought conditions,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. “The duration and intensity of current drought conditions are merciless, and the impacts of this summer’s 
drought will be felt by producers for months to come. Today’s announcement is to provide relief as ranchers make fall and 
winter herd management decisions.” 

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to 
disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture.

ELAP already covers the cost of hauling water during drought, and this change will expand the program beginning in 2021 
to cover feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted. This includes places where:
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Matt Gobel:

I am Matt Goble. I grew up in Nephi on my family's farm. Raising sheep has been 
in my family for many generations, my family ran a traditional range operation until 
the mid 70's when they sold out. My dad always kept a flock of ewes, and I built my 
operation from there. My wife Aimee and our two girls, Mattie and Annie, currently 
have just over 400 ewes in a farm flock utilizing intensive grazing practices on 
irrigated pasture(when there's water anyway), and have began an intensive lambing 
operation where ewes lamb 3 times in 2 years. I also am an instructor at Snow College  
in the Livestock Management, and Precision Agriculture programs. We currently live 
in Fountain Green and farm in Sanpete County.

Kelton Olsen:

My name is Kelton Olsen and I’m a 5th generation commercial sheep rancher from 
central Utah. Born and raised in Fountain Green, I graduated from North SanPete 
high school in 2010 and went on to receive an associates of science from SUU as well 
as attending UVU studying mechatronics. During the summers I worked installing 
security systems in California and Hawaii But I could never get the farm out of my 
head. I have always been deeply rooted in the sheep industry and always seemed to 
find my back. I came back to the ranch full time in 2014 and have never looked back! 
I love what I do and never want to see this industry go away. Along side my wife we 
have set down our roots in Central Utah and couldn’t ask for a better place to raise our 
kids around this ranch. Trying to do my part to promote the industry my wife Hailee 
and I started Lamb Ewe-S.A with our “eat lamb wear wool” and “American lamb 
t-shirts”. You can find us all over the state and sometimes the nation promoting this 
industry. Bringing awareness to the industry is a passion of ours.

I have been an active member helping establish the young entrepreneurs program in 
Utah since the program began. Being just 30 years old I feel the importance first hand 
of keeping the younger generation active in the industry. One of my favorite times 
of the year is lambing season. In April the only place you will find me is under the 
lambing shed making adjustments and watching over my ewes and lambs. I am always 
trying to refine the “Art” of shed lambing.

New UWGA Board Members Elected

Albert Wilde:

Albert Wilde is a 6th generation sheep rancher from Croydon Utah. Albert 
works on their family ranch(M.R. Wilde & Sons) with his Dad(Eric) and two 
brothers (Logan and Edwin).  Albert met his wife Karen in 1998 at Weber State 
University and they now have 7 boys to help on the ranch.  In 2014 Albert 
started making and selling compost to help manage waste from their farm.  This 
soon grew to take waste from other farms as well.  In 2016 Albert started selling 
wool pellet fertilizer made from the waste wool from his farm and others.  2017 
Wild Valley Farms won the Utah Green Business Award for Innovation.  In 
2018 Albert was a runner up in the American Farm Bureau Rural Entrepreneur 
Challenge.  This brought national and International awareness for the new use 
of wool as a fertilizer.  In 2020 Albert partnered with a start up company in Salt 
Lake City(Grip6) to open the only commercial wool testing lab in the U.S..  

Albert hopes to continue helping to improve the sheep industry through 
increasing demand for lamb and wool by increasing innovation.
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Contact: Will Hart Griggs – Manager

435-843-4284 (Office) 
801-201-9706 (Cell)
435-843-4286 (Fax)

utahwool@getbeehive.net  
utahwool.com

55 South Iron Street, Suite 2, 
Tooele, Utah 84074

RAFTER 7 MERINOS
RAM & EWE SALE

SAT., SEPTEMBER 11, 2021, 1 P.M.
Eureka County Fairgrounds, Eureka, Nevada

Offering: 200 Purebred Merino & Merino-
Rambouillet Rams (yearlings & 2-year-olds) 

20 Purebred Merino Ewes (yearlings)
“America’s Premier Wool Clip”

FLASH! Our 2021 Wool Sales Topped at $4.42 per-lb. Grease-Basis! 
(catalogs available after Aug, 25th, online or US mail)

For more information, contact:For more information, contact:

NN University of Nevada/Reno

 Tom Filbin (775) 221-3206 Rick Powers, Consulting Tom Filbin (775) 221-3206 Rick Powers, Consulting
  rafter7tom@yahoo.com rafter7tom@yahoo.com (843) 693-2461(843) 693-2461

Gary McCuin, GBREC Director Gary McCuin, GBREC Director 
(775) 237-6134(775) 237-6134
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Oh COVID. How many things are you going to mess up? As you know, the DWR will reimburse livestock producers 
who sustain cougar, bear, and eagle losses that are confirmed by a trapper or DWR employee IF that producer 
is current on their Utah Per-Head Sheep Assessment for the last two consecutive fiscal years. It has come to our 
attention that some sheep producers who have submitted confirmed cougar, bear, and eagle losses have not received 
their Livestock Damage Payments from DWR from the period of July 2020-June 2021 because they have not paid 
their head assessment in 2020 or 2021.

Section 4-23-7, of the Utah code establishes the collection process for the annual head assessment fees on sheep, 
goats, cattle and turkeys. In the case of sheep, it is USUALLY collected at the time the wool is sold. Unfortunately, 
due to the COVID wool market collapse in 2020 some producers did not sell their wool in 2020 or 2021. Which 
means that they are not current on their head assessment. Any producer not current on their head assessment by June 
30, 2021 would not be eligible to receive payment for any damages that occurred during the last fiscal year.

Once the UWGA became aware of this fluke COVID situation the UWGA brought the matter to DWR and UDAF 
who have graciously agreed to pay producers for their confirmed losses in the last fiscal year IF they become current 
on their head assessment fees for 2020 and 2021 and under the following conditions:

• The individuals allowed to retroactively pay are historically in good standing. Meaning they always pay, but last 
year didn't realize that because their wool didn’t sell due to COVID that they weren't current on head assessment. 

• There is a time limit for producers to pay. UDAF has set that at 60 days. Producers have 60 days to retroactively 
pay their 2020 head assessment and ensure they are current on the 2021 head assessment. If they fail to submit 
payment in 60 days, they will not be compensated for July 2020- June 2021 losses. Payments made for previous 
years’ head assessment after the 60 day window will not be paid out for losses.

• This is the ONLY time an exception will be made. If your wool doesn't sell next year, you are officially notified 
by this article that you need to pay the head assessment to UDAF before June 30th. 

Moving Forward: Ultimately it is your responsibility to make sure your head assessment is being paid. If you sell 
your wool out of state make sure your wool warehouse is paying your head assessment (which will be indicated on 
your settlement statements). If your wool doesn’t/won’t sell before JUNE 30th every year, you will need to contact 
UDAF before June 30th and pay your head assessment.

The head assessment is currently set at $1.00 per head with $0.25 going towards predator control and $0.75 going 
towards lamb and wool promotion. If your wool did not sell in 2020 or 2021 you will need to do the following:

1. Email Leann, leannhunting@utah.gov, asap and tell her your wool didn’t sell and that you would like to pay your 
$1.00 per head assessment asap.

2. Pay your head assessment asap by sending a check to UDAF at the following address: Utah Department of 
Agriculture and food, Attention: Animal Industry, PO Box 146500, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6500. 

3. DO NOT WAIT. There is a 60 day grace period. Further, it is our suggestion that you wait a week after sending 
your check and then follow up with UDAF to make sure they received the payment.

4.  Email your wool warehouse and let them know not to collect the head assessment for your wool for 2020 and 
2021 because you have prepaid, but that you would like them to resume collecting it as normal next year.

Further, if your wool did not sell in 2020, but you did sell both clips in 2021 you will need to email Leann, 
leannhunting@utah.gov, ASAP within the 60 day window and tell her exactly that because the statements from the 
wool warehouses will reflect your wool sold in 2021 but not that the payment was for both years clips. Because the 
Livestock Damage program requires two consecutive years of payments they will need to be notified that they have 
received two years of payments because this could affect your Livestock Damage Payment.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sierra (435-770-5563) or the Department of Agriculture and 
Food at 801-538-7103, or email leannhunting@utah.gov.

The Utah Head Assessment and You
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Wasatch Wool Labs
The Sheep and Wool industry here in Utah and around the US is undergoing some major changes.  Changes to help 
build and improve infrastructure in the Sheep and Wool industry.  Changes to help increase profitability for the 
industry and for individual producers. 

“One of the Department of Agriculture’s priorities right now is developing agricultural and food processing 
infrastructure. It’s important for us to support all aspects of infrastructure that assist our producers in preparing their 
products to be marketed to the public,” said the agency’s commissioner, Craig W. Buttars.

With the State of Utah’s priorities, private investments from companies like Superior Farms, Grip 6, and Wild Valley 
Farms, 2021 has brought new innovative infrastructure to Utah.  A new Sheep Discovery Center to Moroni, Utah 
which has the potential to help increase numbers and improve methods of lamb care.  This year also has introduce 
a new state of the art commercial wool testing lab.  Wasatch Wool Laboratories is located in Midvale, Utah and has 
already made an impact in the wool industry, saving producers time and money from sending their core samples to 
New Zealand.  Wasatch Wool Labs have been working with Utah State University and other Universities around the 
country to help calibrate a NIR (Near-Infrared Spectroscopy) machine that will reduce testing times by more than 
10%.  This new technology is part of the commitment made by Wasatch Wool Labs to the sheep industry.  Wasatch 
Wool Labs is also committed to become the first ever ISO and IWTO Certified lab in the US.  That certification will 
add a greater value to the US wool clip on the international market.  

Wasatch Wool Labs also offers genetic testing of individual animals so that producers can improve the microns of 
their whole flock.  Genetic testing your rams is an easy and inexpensive way to increase profitability of your wool 
clip.  

The future of the Sheep and Wool industry will continue to improve and look brighter.  For more information on 
Wasatch Wool Labs go to www.wasatchwoollabs.com or follow us on Facebook.
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INGREDIENTS

Meat and Veggies
• 2 lbs American Lamb boneless leg 

of lamb or lamb sirloin
• 1 yellow onion, large size,  

thinly sliced
• 2 cups mushrooms sliced
• 1 red pepper large, thinly sliced
• 1 teaspoon each of salt and pepper
• 1 teaspoon onion powder
• 3 tablespoon olive oil
• 1 tablespoon fresh thyme  

leaves optional

Sliders
• 1 large slider loaf 12 units
• 1/3 cup mayo
• Season to taste: salt pepper, fresh 

thyme and chili flakes
• 12 slices of cheese use your 

favorite
• 2 tablespoon melted butter
• Season to taste: salt pepper, fresh 

thyme and chili flakes

DIRECTIONS
• Pre-freeze your meat for at least 2 hours to allow it for easy slicing
• Thinly slice the pre-frozen piece of lamb into thin slices and the veggies 

too
• Season to taste: salt, pepper, fresh thyme and chili flakes and prepare the 

veggies.
• Season the lamb with spices and olive oil.
• Preheat the griddle (flat or perforated grill pan), on the grill, for 10 

minutes while the lamb is seasoned.
• Now add the lamb and veggies all at once and toss to cook on the grill.
• The meat and veggie mixture is ready in 15-20 minutes.
• Cut through the slider bread in half and spread the mayo on both sides 

of the bread. Liberally season over the mayo.
• Now layer thinly sliced cheese and go ahead with the cooked lamb meat 

and veggies.
• Top that with more cheese, cover the bread and push it down.
• Brush the tops of the sliders with melted butter and season liberally 

again on top.
• Place the sliders on the grill and make sure to cover the lid on. 5 minutes 

later, the cheese will be melted and your Philly cheesesteak Sliders are 
ready to devour! For more delicious recipes like this visit americanlamb.com.

Philly Cheesesteak 
American Lamb 

Sliders

Farm & Fence 
Solutions! 

Ask for our FREE catalogs!

premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631  •  Washington, IA

http://americanlamb.com
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Risk Management Tools
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage

Offsets the cost of additional feed
expenses due to lack of rainfall.

Livestock Risk Protection
Flexible price risk protection

for livestock.

Pasture Fire Insurance
Cost-effective grass fire coverage.

Aaron Tattersall 
aaron.tattersall@cropins.net

Tait Berlier
tait.berlier@cropins.net

(303) 539-9300
6130 Greenwood Plaza Blvd, Suite 110

Greenwood Village, CO 80111
AgRiskAdvisors.com

PROTECT  YOUR PELT

Ask about recent changes!

With you... No matter the weather.

The information contained herein is not an offer to sell insurance.  No binder, insurance policy, change, addition, and/or deletion to insurance coverage will be effective unless 
and until confirmed directly with a licensed agent.  Please note any proposal of insurance we may present to you will be based upon the values developed and exposures to 
loss disclosed to us by you.  All coverages are subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the actual policy issued. Not all policies or coverages may be available in every state.
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...CFAP from page 1

will use a sales-based approach, where wool producers are paid based on five payment gradations associated with 
their 2019 sales.

CFAP 2 Payments for Wool

Wool is categorized as a sales-based commodity. On August 24, 2021, USDA announced an amendment to the 
CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019 sales. 
Previously only 2019 was used to approximate the amount wool producers would have expected to market in 2020. 
Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for 2019 sales provides additional flexibility to producers who 
had reduced sales in 2019. 

Payments for wool will be based on the producer’s 2018 or 2019 sales of eligible commodities in a declining block 
format using the following payment factors, and will be equal to:

The amount of the producer’s eligible sales in calendar year 2018 or 2019, multiplied by

The payment rate for that range.

Payments for wool producers who began farming in 2020 and had no sales in 2018 or 2019 will be based on the 
producer’s actual 2020 sales as of the producer’s application date.

Eligible sales only include sales of raw commodities grown by the producer. The portion of sales derived from adding 
value to the commodity, such as processing and packaging, and from sales of products purchased for resale, is not 
included in the payment calculation.

Example: A producer’s 2018 or 2019 sales of eligible commodities totaled $75,000. The payment is calculated as 
($49,999 times 10.6%) plus ($25,001 times 9.9%) equals a total payment of $7,775.

Visit farmers.gov/cfap/apply to learn more about submitting a new CFAP 2 application for wool. 

Additional CFAP Information

Visit farmers.gov/cfap for more information on the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, including eligible 
commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and structure, and the latest program resources.
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USDA Issues FAQ on Packers & 
Stockyards Act

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has issued a new 
Frequently Asked Questions 
document related to the 
enforcement of "undue and 
unreasonable preferences" under 
the Packers and Stockyards Act.

The FAQ document explains 
how USDA will address the 
December 2020 final rule on undue 
preferences.

The announcement comes 
before two expected proposed 
rulemakings on the Packers and 
Stockyards Act, which were first 
published in the Spring 2021 
Unified Regulatory Agenda. The 
first proposed rulemaking will 
clarify the scope of the Act, while 
the second will address unfair 
practices that violate the Act.

Source: U.S. Cattlemen’s 
Association

Australian Market Ends Recent 
Slide

In welcome news to both buyers 
and sellers, the Australian wool 
market stopped its downward slide, 
instead recording overall positive 
movement this series following 
two weeks of large losses.

As Fremantle did not require a sale 
this week, the national offering 
reduced to 28,243 bales – 6,182 
fewer bales than the previous 
series. This smaller than normal 
selection attracted strong buyer 
support from the outset, pushing 
prices higher. Despite the increased 
levels, many sellers were unwilling 
to accept the prices on offer, 
resulting in high passed-in rates. 
The high passed-in rates further 
reduced the amount of wool that 
buyers could accumulate, putting 

Ramblings
increased pressure on the wool yet 
to be sold, again helping the market 
to rise.

By the end of the series, the 
individual Micron Price Guides 
in Sydney and Melbourne rose by 
between 1 and 89 cents. The largest 
gains were experienced in the 
finer microns in Melbourne. The 
Southern MPGs for 18.5 micron 
and finer rose by 52 to 89 cents. 
These rises helped push the AWEX 
Eastern Market Indicator up by 15 
cents, which closed the week at 
1,350 Australian cents.

The Merino skirtings followed a 
similar path to the fleece. General 
gains of between 20 and 40 
cents were experienced, again 
18.5 micron and finer were most 
affected. The crossbred sector 
recorded minimal change for the 
series. The MPGs for 26.0 to 32.0 
micron all traded within 7 cents of 
the previous week.

A small selection of oddments was 
the only sector of the market to 
record an overall loss for the series, 
albeit a minimal one. The Merino 
Carding indicators dropped by 
an average of 4 cents. Fremantle 
returns to the fold next week, 
bolstering the national offering.

Source: AWEX

USSA Creates Suffolk 
Entrepreneurs Fund

The United Suffolk Sheep 
Association has created the Suffolk 
Entrepreneurs Fund to support 
the development of educational 
programs and materials of the 
breed to the American sheep 
industry.

 The fund will support youth 
events, as well as research for the 
development of the breed. Anyone 
with an idea for promoting the 
Suffolk breed to the larger sheep 

industry is eligible to apply for 
support.

Source: USSA

ALB Produces Chef Education 
Videos

The American Lamb Board is 
developing new educational and 
inspirational videos for chefs.

The first video – being produced by 
the Culinary Institute of America 
as a service to ALB – will feature 
CIA Chef Instructor Rebecca 
Peizer breaking a lamb carcass into 
primals and discussing the most 
popular cuts from each primal. The 
video will be used as part of the 
American Lamb Curriculamb for 
culinary students and chefs, and 
also CIA’s program at https://www.
ciaprochef.com/americanlamb/.

The second video is being 
produced in partnership with Chefs 
Roll Inc. The social media video 
will highlight lamb’s diverse uses 
on Chef Adam Hegsted’s menus at 
Baba in Spokane, Wash. Hegsted 
features local seasonal items on 
his menus – including several 

...CONTINUED on page 19



U T A H  W O O L  G R O W E R

U T A H W O O L G R O W E R S . C O M   •   F A L L  2 0 2 1 19

dishes with American lamb. The 
video shows the chef preparing 
Shakshuka (Red Pepper Stew) with 
lamb sausage, Clams and Lambs 
with crispy braised lamb shoulder, 
and Lamb Shank Tagine.

“These video tools help to teach 
culinary students and chefs about 
the many cuts of lamb and how 
they can best be prepared,” said 
ALB Executive Director Megan 
Wortman. “Watch for these new 
videos on the American Lamb 
Board website and social media.”

Source: ALB

Wool Growers Should Check 
LDP Rates

Weekly updates to repayment 
rates for Marketing Assistance 
Loans from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture have created Loan 
Deficiency Program payments in 
several categories for American 
wool this week.

s has been the case for all of 2021, 
there is an LDP of 40 cents per 
pound greasy for ungraded wool. 
But changes in weekly rates have 
created available LDP payments 
for graded wool in three micron 
categories (20.6 to 22, 22.1 to 23.5 
and 23.6 to 25.9). LDP payments 
for graded wool are per pound 
clean.

ASI Board of Directors Approves 
Annual Budget

ASI Offers Comments on Lamb 
Processing Infrastructure

 The American Sheep Industry 
Association submitted comments 
this week to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture on Investments 
and Opportunities for Meat and 
Poultry Processing Infrastructure 
as requested by the Biden 
Administration back in July.

 “The lamb processing sector is 

highly concentrated with two to 
three firms influencing the majority 
of market sales. Imported lamb 
is also very concentrated in the 
marketplace and influencing the 
other half of lamb meat sales 
in the United States,” read the 
letter to USDA Supply Chain 
Resilience Coordinator Sarah J. 
Helming. “This concentration was 
highlighted during the outset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, when 
the sudden loss of restaurant 
and foodservice sales forced the 
bankruptcy proceedings of our 
second largest lamb packing 
facility, Mountain States Rosen, 
owned by the Mountain States 
Lamb Cooperative. The loss of this 
lamb packer at the height of what 
is traditionally the lamb industry’s 
busiest marketing season, the 
Easter/Passover holiday, exposed 
serious deficiencies in the 
industry’s supply chain, namely 
the lack of adequate packing and 
fabrication capacity in the event of 
a market disruption.

“Fortunately, at the time of this 
loss, a new packing facility was 
close to completion and due to 
the sudden lack of processing, a 
second slaughter facility was re-
opened. But it was several months 
before these new packing facilities 
came online. During that lag time, 
lamb producers and lamb feeders 
struggled to find packing capacity 
and were forced to either sell at any 
price taking a significant loss on 
their investment, delay processing 
incurring additional production 
costs and negatively impacting 
consumer product quality, or ship 
lambs long distance to multiple 
small state and regional facilities to 
piecemeal the needed capacity.

 “Even a year later, these new 
small to mid-sized packers lack 
adequate fabrication facilities and 
labor to fully participate in the food 
supply chain and therefore lack the 
ability to fully realize the potential 

of their investment. Many local 
and regional processing facilities 
utilized by small to mid-size 
sheep and lamb producers lack the 
resources to invest in infrastructure 
and face labor constraints to meet 
the growing demand for processing 
lamb at a local level. This was 
further evidenced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the lack 
of processing capacity at the local 
level.”

 The comments go on to 
specifically address a number of 
aspects of lamb processing as 
requested by USDA in the Federal 
Register.

Market News App Offers 
Valuable Tools for Producers

The American Sheep Industry 
Association Market News App 
provides valuable resources for 
sheep producers, including a wool 
calculator.

 This important tool takes the 
weekly Australian Wool Exchange 
report and converts prices from 
AUD per kilo to USD per pound. 
The calculator allows producers to 
see weekly trends and fluctuations 
in the world wool market. 
Producers can also access the 
weekly wool report from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture through 
the app.

 Other tools in the ASI Market 
News App include breakeven and 
gestation calculators. The app also 
includes USDA market information 
and auction reports.

The app is available for free in both 
the Apple and Google Play stores.
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*All proceeds go to CAAS student scholarships through the Utah Agricultural Leadership Endowment.

Sponsored by:

Craig Aston Park
1307 N. 800 E.,Logan, Utah

SATurday, 9.25.21
1-3 p.m.

agbbq.usu.edu
Ticket Information

Following
USU vs. Boise State

Kick-off at 10 a.m.

• Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor;
• Drought intensity is D3 or greater; or
• USDA has determined a shortage of local or regional feed availability. 

Cost share assistance will also be made available to cover eligible cost of treating hay or feed to prevent the spread of 
invasive pests like fire ants.

Under the revised policy for feed transportation cost assistance, eligible ranchers will be reimbursed 60% of feed 
transportation costs above what would have been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially 
disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost 
above what would have been incurred in a normal year.

A national cost formula, as established by USDA, will be used to determine reimbursement costs which will not include 
the first 25 miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to 
transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will 
be used (before the percentage is applied), but may be adjusted on a state or regional basis.

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed 
transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, producers 
are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the event these documents are 
requested for review by the local FSA County Committee. The deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021 
program year is Jan. 31, 2022.

Additional USDA Drought Assistance
USDA has authorized other flexibilities to help producers impacted by drought. USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
extended deadlines for premium and administrative fee payments and deferred and waived the resulting interest accrual 
to help farmers and ranchers through widespread drought conditions in many parts of the nation. Additionally, RMA 
authorized emergency procedures to help streamline and accelerate the adjustment of losses and issuance of indemnity 

payments to crop insurance policyholders in impacted areas and 
updated policy to allow producers with crop insurance to hay, graze or 
chop cover crops at any time and still receive 100% of the prevented 
planting payment. This policy change supports use of cover crops, 
which improves soil health can help producers build resilience to 
drought.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to improve 
irrigation efficiency and water storage in soil, helping producers build 
resilience to drought. In response to drought this year, NRCS targeted 
$41.8 million in Arizona, California, Colorado and Oregon through 
Conservation Incentive Contracts, a new option available through 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, focused on drought 
practices.

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance 
programs. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery 
Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all 
program or loan options available for disaster recovery assistance.

More information on this expansion to ELAP is forthcoming. In the 
meantime, more information is available at fsa.usda.gov/elap or by 
contacting a local USDA Service Center.

Source: USDA, The Western Ag Network

...FSA from page 5
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westernagcredit.com 

MONEY TO GROW ON 

Do you need operating cash fast?

You can get you money faster                                 
with our industry-leading 

turnaround times.
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Timely Attention To Sheep Nutrition Can 
Boost Number of Lambs
Increasing the plane of nutrition for ewes — a practice known as "flushing" — two to three weeks prior to breeding and 
three weeks into the breeding season can improve lamb crop in some instances. 

Flushing works best on mature ewes that are in moderate to good body condition. Very thin or overly fat ewes have a 
lower response. Ewes that are maintained in good condition on relatively high planes of nutrition throughout the year 
are also less likely to respond to flushing. 

Time of breeding season also influences the response to flushing. It is more beneficial to flush early or late in the 
breeding season, when ovulation rates are naturally lower, compared to the middle of the breeding season. 

Flushing not only increases the number of ovulations, or eggs, in the ewe, but also improves survival of the lamb 
embryo. What happens is that more eggs are available for fertilization and those that are fertilized have an improved 
chance to survive the delicate early life stage. The end result is that more lambs are born. 

What is needed in the ewe's diet?
Increasing fat in the diet also increases energy intake. And, fat’s influence on reproductive hormones sets ewes up 
for successful conception. Corn is usually used, but other options can work; one is irrigated pasture. What is actually 
needed is an increase in energy content of the ewe’s diet. Protein levels in the diet are also usually increased at this time.

Under maintenance conditions, a 154-pound ewe will need:
• About 2.6 pounds of dry matter (dried feed), including:
• 1.5 pounds TDN (energy)
• 0.25 pound of protein

During flushing, that same ewe will need:

• 4 pounds of dry matter, including:
• 2.3 pounds of TDN
• 0.36 pound protein

***This is according to Nutrient Requirements of Domestic Animals.***

 
One pound of corn (90% TDN, 10% protein) can provide this extra energy (0.9 pound TDN) and protein (0.1 pound 
CP). Increasing productivity through nutrition may improve return per ewe. And on a drought year, nutrition becomes 
vitally important not only for your lamb crop, but also for your wool crop. 
Don’t skimp on key nutrients While adding extra grain to the diet will ramp up energy levels, don’t forget about these 
key nutrients as you plan your flushing program: 
Vitamins and minerals: Every sheep nutrition program should start with vitamins and minerals. Regardless of the 
production stage, these two components remain crucial to both the ewe and her lamb.

WESTERN 
RANGE CAMPS 

Has Purchased the Assets of: � Timberline \\!:5, RANGE CAMPSrv f-

Great Sheep Camps - Made to Last, with a Smile! 

(f)��fl!�!i 
www. western ra ngeca m p.co m 

1145 S. Blackhawk Rd, Mt Pleasant UT 84647 

CALL US TODAY! 435.462.5300 



OFFICERS
Brian Bitner, President  

Park City

Ann Okelberry, First Vice President  
Fountain Green

Casey Earl, Second Vice President  
Lewiston

UWGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Tom Boyer  Coalville 

 Matt Mickel Spring City

 Victoria Carroll Cedar City

 Chad Page Utah State 

  University 

  Extension

 Dan Chournos  Tremonton

 Ryan Cook  Fountain Green

 Chad Edgingon Fruit Heights

 Wade Eliason  Moroni

 William Goring, Jr Deweyville

 Allen Olsen Fountain Green

 Brad Osguthorpe Heber City

 Kory Stephensen Fountain Green

 Jenny Osguthorpe UWG Auxiliary

 Bret Selman Tremonton

 Sunnie Titmus Past President

 Dean Lamoreaux Cedar City

               Albert Wilde    Croydon

              Kelton Olsen   Mount Plesant

                Matt Gobel   Fountain Green

Utah Wool Growers Association 
PO Box 354 
Providence, UT 84332

MASTHEAD SOURCE PHOTO: Stephen Ausmus, USDA

Supporting and sustaining all lamb and wool producers of Utah by
offering education, legislation, conservation, and marketing initiatives
in a productive atmosphere of fairness, unity, protection and service.

MISSION 
STATEMENT

Stay Current with UWGA at
utahwoolgrowers.com

American Sheep Industry publishes a 
weekly market report for lamb and wool  

available Mondays at www.sheepusa.org

Sierra Nelson
Executive Director

435-915-6116
sierra@utahwoolgrowers.com

PO Box 354
Providence, UT 84332

Feeding sheep during a drought can be especially challenging. 
CSU put together a comprehensive fact sheet that breaks it 
all down. Visit: https://tinyurl.com/nmbvwnvf to read more 
and adjust your Best Managment practices accordingly during 
these difficult times. 

UWGA CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS  •  2021

Oct 9 National Ram Sale, Heber City, UT
Oct 29-30 Cedar Livestock Heritage Festival, Cedar City, UT

http://utahwoolgrowers.com
http://www.sheepusa.org

